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The Plague Year
Lawrence Wright 2021-06-08 'A virtuoso feat ... a book of panoramic breadth' New York Times Book Review 'A devastating
analysis ... Wright is a master of knitting together complex narratives' The Observer Just as Lawrence Wright's The Looming Tower became the
defining account of our century's first devastating event, 9/11, so The Plague Year will become the defining account of the second. The
story starts with the initial moments of Covid's appearance in Wuhan and ends with Joseph Biden's inauguration in an America ravaged by well
over 400,000 deaths - a mortality already some ten times worse than US combat deaths in the entire Vietnam War. This is an anguished,
furious memorial to a year in which all of America's great strengths - its scientific knowledge, its great civic and intellectual
institutions, its spirit of voluntarism and community - were brought low, not by a terrifying new illness alone, but by political
incompetence and cynicism on a scale for which there has been no precedent. With insight, sympathy, clarity and rage, The Plague Year allows
the reader to see the unfolding of this great tragedy, talking with individuals on the front line, bringing together many moving and
surprising stories and painting a devastating picture of a country literally and fatally misled. 'Maddening and sobering - as comprehensive
an account of the first year of the pandemic as we've yet seen' Kirkus
Beautiful Disaster Signed Limited Edition
Jamie McGuire 2012-11-27 Travis Maddox, Eastern University's playboy, makes a bet with good girl
Abby that if he loses, he will remain abstinent for a month, but if he wins, Abby must live in his apartment for the same amount of time.
Money Felix Martin 2014-03-04 The essential handbook for anyone who wants to understand how our economic system really works, what has gone
wrong with it, and what we can do to fix it. What is money and how does it work? The conventional answer is that once upon a time people
exchanged what they produced for what they wanted--cod in Newfoundland, sugar in the West Indies, tobacco in Virginia--and that today's
financial universe evolved from barter. But there is a problem with this story. It's wrong. And dangerous. Putting the record straight,
Money: The Unauthorised Biography draws on stories from around the world and throughout history, from the primitive tribe using as cash an
enormous underwater stone wheel to the credits used by modern-day babysitting circles, taking in along the way spendthrift Dauphins,
sixteenth-century vampire squid, rituals of sacrificial feasts in Ancient Greece, and the credit crisis in Ancient Rome (an eerie pre-echo
of recent events). In wonderfully witty and lucid style Felix Martin unfolds this panoramic secret history and explains the truth about
money: what it is, where it comes from, and how it works. His absorbing account will rearrange your understanding of the world and show how
money can once again become the most powerful force for good. By misunderstanding money we have become its slaves. This book sets us
straight in order to set us free.
Paper Promises
Philip Coggan 2012-01-17 Winner of the Spear's Best Business Book Award Longlisted for the 2012 Financial Times and Goldman
Sachs Business Book of the Year Award For the past forty years western economies have splurged on debt. Now, as the reality dawns that many
debts cannot be repaid, we find ourselves again in crisis. But the oncoming defaults have a time-worn place in our economic history. As with
the crises in the 1930s and 1970s, governments will fall, currencies will lose their value, and new systems will emerge. Just as Britain set
the terms of the international system in the nineteenth century, and America in the twentieth century, a new system will be set by today's
creditors in China and the Middle East. In the process, rich will be pitted against poor, young against old, public sector workers against
taxpayers and one country against another. In Paper Promises, Economist columnist Philip Coggan helps us to understand the origins of this
mess and how it will affect the new global economy by explaining how our attitudes towards debt have changed throughout history, and how
they may be about to change again.
Debt David Graeber 2012 Economic history states that money replaced a bartering system, yet there isn't any evidence to support this axiom.
Anthropologist Graeber presents a stunning reversal of this conventional wisdom. For more than 5000 years, humans have used elaborate credit
systems to buy and sell goods. Since the beginning of the agrarian empires, humans have been divided into debtors and creditors. Through
time, virtual credit money was replaced by gold and the system as a whole went into decline. This fascinating history is told for the first
time.
Guide to Hedge Funds
Philip Coggan 2011-09-20
Paper Promises
Philip Coggan 2012 For the past forty years western economies have splurged on debt. Now, as the reality dawns that many
debts cannot be repaid, we find ourselves again in crisis. But the oncoming defaults have a time-worn place in our economic history. As with
the crises in the 1930s and 1970s, governments will fall, currencies will lose their value, and new systems will emerge. Just as Britain set
the terms of the international system in the nineteenth century, and America in the twentieth century, a new system will be set by today's
creditors in China and the Middle East. In the process, rich will be pitted against poor, young against old, public sector workers against
taxpayers and one country against another. In Paper Promises, Economist columnist Philip Coggan helps us to understand the origins of this
mess and how it will affect the new global economy by explaining how our attitudes towards debt have changed throughout history, and how
they may be about to change again.
A Capitalism for the People
Luigi Zingales 2014-02-11 Born in Italy, University of Chicago economist Luigi Zingales witnessed firsthand the
consequences of high inflation and unemployment—paired with rampant nepotism and cronyism—on a country's economy. This experience profoundly
shaped his professional interests, and in 1988 he arrived in the United States, armed with a political passion and the belief that
economists should not merely interpret the world, but should change it for the better. In A Capitalism for the People, Zingales makes a
forceful, philosophical, and at times personal argument that the roots of American capitalism are dying, and that the result is a drift
toward the more corrupt systems found throughout Europe and much of the rest of the world. American capitalism, according to Zingales, grew
in a unique incubator that provided it with a distinct flavor of competitiveness, a meritocratic nature that fostered trust in markets and a
faith in mobility. Lately, however, that trust has been eroded by a betrayal of our pro-business elites, whose lobbying has come to dictate
the market rather than be subject to it, and this betrayal has taken place with the complicity of our intellectual class. Because of this
trend, much of the country is questioning—often with great anger—whether the system that has for so long buoyed their hopes has now betrayed
them once and for all. What we are left with is either anti-market pitchfork populism or pro-business technocratic insularity. Neither of
these options presents a way to preserve what the author calls “the lighthouse” of American capitalism. Zingales argues that the way forward
is pro-market populism, a fostering of truly free and open competition for the good of the people—not for the good of big business. Drawing
on the historical record of American populism at the turn of the twentieth century, Zingales illustrates how our current circumstances
aren't all that different. People in the middle and at the bottom are getting squeezed, while people at the top are only growing richer. The
solutions now, as then, are reforms to economic policy that level the playing field. Reforms that may be anti-business (specifically antibig business), but are squarely pro-market. The question is whether we can once again muster the courage to confront the powers that be.
Three Impossible Promises
Gerry Preece 2012-08 When Lynne Ruhl, average everyday housewife, takes a phone call in 1983, it sets off a
series of events that dramatically change her life and the lives of others. A small, woefully substandard gym with unprepared leaders and
below-average athletes transforms itself and produces Olympic gold medal winners. Along the way, Lynne receives three promises that defy
logic and reason - yet they all come true. The inescapable lesson is that when leaders get the culture right, human performance soars in
ways we can barely imagine. This true story is written in a fast-paced, engaging style that will have you turning pages and maybe even
finishing this book in one sitting. This is an inspiring, uplifting story about the truly remarkable talent and potential that sits untapped
in every one of us and in every organization. The book finishes in text book style, with refreshingly clear insights about how
organizational culture can be managed in such a way as to unleash human potential. It ends with practical ways for you to begin creating
your own workplace environment that will draw out the very best from everyone in your group.
The Total Money Makeover
Dave Ramsey 2009-12-29 A strategy for changing attitudes about personal finances covers such topics as getting out
of debt, the dangers of cash advances and keeping spending within income limits.
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Money Changes Everything
William N. Goetzmann 2017-08-15 "[A] magnificent history of money and finance."--New York Times Book Review
“Convincingly makes the case that finance is a change-maker of change-makers.”--Financial Times In the aftermath of recent financial crises,
it's easy to see finance as a wrecking ball: something that destroys fortunes and jobs, and undermines governments and banks. In Money
Changes Everything, leading financial historian William Goetzmann argues the exact opposite—that the development of finance has made the
growth of civilizations possible. Goetzmann explains that finance is a time machine, a technology that allows us to move value forward and
backward through time; and that this innovation has changed the very way we think about and plan for the future. He shows how finance was
present at key moments in history: driving the invention of writing in ancient Mesopotamia, spurring the classical civilizations of Greece
and Rome to become great empires, determining the rise and fall of dynasties in imperial China, and underwriting the trade expeditions that
led Europeans to the New World. He also demonstrates how the apparatus we associate with a modern economy—stock markets, lines of credit,
complex financial products, and international trade—were repeatedly developed, forgotten, and reinvented over the course of human history.
Exploring the critical role of finance over the millennia, and around the world, Goetzmann details how wondrous financial technologies and
institutions—money, bonds, banks, corporations, and more—have helped urban centers to expand and cultures to flourish. And it's not done
reshaping our lives, as Goetzmann considers the challenges we face in the future, such as how to use the power of finance to care for an
aging and expanding population. Money Changes Everything presents a fascinating look into the way that finance has steered the course of
history.
The Money Plot
Frederick Kaufman 2020-11-24 Half fable, half manifesto, this brilliant new take on the ancient concept of cash lays bare
its unparalleled capacity to empower and enthrall us. Frederick Kaufman tackles the complex history of money, beginning with the earliest
myths and wrapping up with Wall Street’s byzantine present-day doings. Along the way, he exposes a set of allegorical plots, stock
characters, and stereotypical metaphors that have long been linked with money and commercial culture, from Melanesian trading rituals to the
dogma of Medieval churchmen faced with global commerce, the rationales of Mercantilism and colonial expansion, and the U.S. dollar’s 1971
unpinning from gold. The Money Plot offers a tool to see through the haze of modern banking and finance, demonstrating that the standard
reasons given for economic inequality—the Neoliberal gospel of market forces—are, like dollars, euros, and yuan, contingent upon structures
people have designed. It shines a light on the one percent’s efforts to contain a money culture that benefits them within boundaries they
themselves are increasingly setting. And Kaufman warns that if we cannot recognize what is going on, we run the risk of becoming pawns and
shells ourselves, of becoming characters in someone else’s plot, of becoming other people’s money.
The Deficit Myth
Stephanie Kelton 2020-06-09 A New York Times Bestseller The leading thinker and most visible public advocate of modern
monetary theory -- the freshest and most important idea about economics in decades -- delivers a radically different, bold, new
understanding for how to build a just and prosperous society. Stephanie Kelton's brilliant exploration of modern monetary theory (MMT)
dramatically changes our understanding of how we can best deal with crucial issues ranging from poverty and inequality to creating jobs,
expanding health care coverage, climate change, and building resilient infrastructure. Any ambitious proposal, however, inevitably runs into
the buzz saw of how to find the money to pay for it, rooted in myths about deficits that are hobbling us as a country. Kelton busts through
the myths that prevent us from taking action: that the federal government should budget like a household, that deficits will harm the next
generation, crowd out private investment, and undermine long-term growth, and that entitlements are propelling us toward a grave fiscal
crisis. MMT, as Kelton shows, shifts the terrain from narrow budgetary questions to one of broader economic and social benefits. With its
important new ways of understanding money, taxes, and the critical role of deficit spending, MMT redefines how to responsibly use our
resources so that we can maximize our potential as a society. MMT gives us the power to imagine a new politics and a new economy and move
from a narrative of scarcity to one of opportunity.
Capitalism
Geoffrey Ingham 2013-04-24 Now with a substantial new postscript on the financial crisis This book provides a basic introduction
to the 'nuts and bolts' of capitalism. It starts by examining the classic accounts of capitalism found in the works of Adam Smith, Karl
Marx, Max Weber, Joseph Schumpeter, and John Maynard Keynes. Each placed emphasis on different institutional elements of capitalism - Smith
on the market's 'invisible hand'; Marx on capital's exploitation of labour; Weber on the foundations of economic rationality; and Schumpeter
and Keynes on the instability that results from capitalism's essentially monetary and financial character. Drawing on these classic
accounts, Ingham then offers a succinct analysis of capitalism's basic institutions and their interconnections. Market exchange, the
monetary system, the enterprise, capital and financial markets, and the role of the state are dealt with in separate chapters which make use
of contemporary material on the recent history of the capitalist system - including the great inflation of the 1970s and the neo-liberal
backlash; the 'dot.com' bubble of the late 1990s; and the collapse of Enron and other US corporations. This revised version includes a
substantial new postscript on the financial crisis of 2007-8 and its aftermath. The result is a concise, masterly and up-to-date account of
the world's most powerful economic system, written in a way that is accessible to students and general readers alike.
Why Startups Fail
Tom Eisenmann 2021-03-30 If you want your startup to succeed, you need to understand why startups fail. “Whether you’re a
first-time founder or looking to bring innovation into a corporate environment, Why Startups Fail is essential reading.”—Eric Ries, founder
and CEO, LTSE, and New York Times bestselling author of The Lean Startup and The Startup Way Why do startups fail? That question caught
Harvard Business School professor Tom Eisenmann by surprise when he realized he couldn’t answer it. So he launched a multiyear research
project to find out. In Why Startups Fail, Eisenmann reveals his findings: six distinct patterns that account for the vast majority of
startup failures. • Bad Bedfellows. Startup success is thought to rest largely on the founder’s talents and instincts. But the wrong team,
investors, or partners can sink a venture just as quickly. • False Starts. In following the oft-cited advice to “fail fast” and to “launch
before you’re ready,” founders risk wasting time and capital on the wrong solutions. • False Promises. Success with early adopters can be
misleading and give founders unwarranted confidence to expand. • Speed Traps. Despite the pressure to “get big fast,” hypergrowth can spell
disaster for even the most promising ventures. • Help Wanted. Rapidly scaling startups need lots of capital and talent, but they can make
mistakes that leave them suddenly in short supply of both. • Cascading Miracles. Silicon Valley exhorts entrepreneurs to dream big. But the
bigger the vision, the more things that can go wrong. Drawing on fascinating stories of ventures that failed to fulfill their early
promise—from a home-furnishings retailer to a concierge dog-walking service, from a dating app to the inventor of a sophisticated social
robot, from a fashion brand to a startup deploying a vast network of charging stations for electric vehicles—Eisenmann offers frameworks for
detecting when a venture is vulnerable to these patterns, along with a wealth of strategies and tactics for avoiding them. A must-read for
founders at any stage of their entrepreneurial journey, Why Startups Fail is not merely a guide to preventing failure but also a roadmap
charting the path to startup success.
Paper Promises
Philip Coggan 2012 In today's financial climate, we are all, naturally, obsessed by debt. Governments are falling as they
grapple with the issue and workers are marching against austerity. And the debt affects our personal lives from credit cards through
mortgages to student loans. But where has this debt come from? In this fascinating look at money through the ages - including our own
unstable future - award-winning financial journalist Philip Coggan shows that the current crisis will pit old against young, rich against
poor, taxpayers against public sector and one country against other, leading to a new world order. 'Remarkable . . . Every page brings a
fresh insight or a new surprise. A delight.' Tim Harford, author of The Undercover Economist 'Bold and confident . . . This book should be
taken very seriously.' John Authers, Financial Times 'The most illuminating account of the financial crisis to appear to date . . . with a
lucidity that conveys deep insights without a trace of jargon.' John Gray, New Statesman 'A masterful history of financial crises.' Stephen
King, Independent 'An excellent book . . . a smart and witty analysis.' David Wighton, The Times
New Female Tribes
Rachel Pashley 2018-07-05 How do you see women? And how do they see themselves? In her role as Head Strategist at the
world famous advertising agency J. Walter Thompson, author Rachel Pashley decided to find out. In a global survey orchestrated over five
years, over 8,000 women responded, aged seventeen to seventy across 19 countries. The results make fascinating reading. Working with the
results, Pashley defines four key 'female tribes: Alphas (focusing on achievement and career); Hedonists (focused on pleasure and selfdevelopment); Traditionalists (women whose chief focus is home and children); Altruists (women who focus on community and environment). She
also asked about women's values and measures of success. Interestingly, those with more assertive values came from India and Saudi Arabia,
while measures of success the world over did not necessarily include marriage or children. As women become more and more empowered,
politically and economically, it is clear that their lot is changing across the globe. This book will prove essential reading to all those
who seek to better understand women's dreams, ambitions and goals.
Debt, Updated and Expanded
David Graeber 2014-12-09 Now in paperback, the updated and expanded edition: David Graeber’s “fresh . . .
fascinating . . . thought-provoking . . . and exceedingly timely” (Financial Times) history of debt Here anthropologist David Graeber
presents a stunning reversal of conventional wisdom: he shows that before there was money, there was debt. For more than 5,000 years, since
the beginnings of the first agrarian empires, humans have used elaborate credit systems to buy and sell goods—that is, long before the
invention of coins or cash. It is in this era, Graeber argues, that we also first encounter a society divided into debtors and creditors.
Graeber shows that arguments about debt and debt forgiveness have been at the center of political debates from Italy to China, as well as
sparking innumerable insurrections. He also brilliantly demonstrates that the language of the ancient works of law and religion (words like
“guilt,” “sin,” and “redemption”) derive in large part from ancient debates about debt, and shape even our most basic ideas of right and
wrong. We are still fighting these battles today without knowing it.

The Philosophy of Debt
Alexander X. Douglas 2015-11-06 I owe you a dinner invitation, you owe ten years on your mortgage, and the
government owes billions. We speak confidently about these cases of debt, but is that concept clear in its meaning? This book aims to
clarify the concept of debt so we can find better answers to important moral and political questions. This book seeks to accomplish two
things. The first is to clarify the concept of debt by examining how the word is used in language. The second is to develop a general,
principled account of how debts generate genuine obligations. This allows us to avoid settling each case by a bare appeal to moral
intuitions, which is what we seem to currently do. It requires a close examination of many institutions, e.g. money, contract law, profitdriven finance, government fiscal operations, and central banking. To properly understand the moral and political nature of debt, we must
understand how these institutions have worked, how they do work, and how they might be made to work. There have been many excellent
anthropological and sociological studies of debt and its related institutions. Philosophy can contribute to the emerging discussion and help
us to keep our language precise and to identify the implicit principles contained in our intuitions.
What We Owe to Each Other
Thomas Scanlon 2000 How do we judge whether an action is morally right or wrong? If an action is wrong, what
reason does that give us not to do it? Why should we give such reasons priority over our other concerns and values? In this book, T. M.
Scanlon offers new answers to these questions, as they apply to the central part of morality that concerns what we owe to each other.
According to his contractualist view, thinking about right and wrong is thinking about what we do in terms that could be justified to others
and that they could not reasonably reject. He shows how the special authority of conclusions about right and wrong arises from the value of
being related to others in this way, and he shows how familiar moral ideas such as fairness and responsibility can be understood through
their role in this process of mutual justification and criticism. Scanlon bases his contractualism on a broader account of reasons, value,
and individual well-being that challenges standard views about these crucial notions. He argues that desires do not provide us with reasons,
that states of affairs are not the primary bearers of value, and that well-being is not as important for rational decision-making as it is
commonly held to be. Scanlon is a pluralist about both moral and non-moral values. He argues that, taking this plurality of values into
account, contractualism allows for most of the variability in moral requirements that relativists have claimed, while still accounting for
the full force of our judgments of right and wrong.
Globalization and Its Discontents
Joseph Stiglitz 2015-09-24 From Nobel laureate Joseph Stiglitz, Globalization and its Discontents is the
bestselling exposé of the all-powerful organizations that control our lives. Joseph Stiglitz's landmark book lifted the lid on how
globalization was hurting those it was meant to help. Many of its predictions came true, and it became a touchstone in the debate. This
major new edition looks afresh at the continuing mismanagement of globalization, and how it has led to our current political and economic
discontents. Globalization can still be a force for good, Stiglitz argues. But the balance of power has to change. Here he offers real,
tough solutions for the future. 'A massively important political as well as economic document ... we should listen to him urgently' Will
Hutton, Guardian 'Stiglitz is a rare breed, an heretical economist who has ruffled the self-satisfied global establishment that once fed
him. Globalization and its Discontents declares war on the entire Washington financial and economic establishment' Ian Fraser, Sunday Herald
'Gripping ... this landmark book shows him to be a worthy successor to Keynes' Robin Blackburn, Independent
The Rooster Bar
John Grisham 2017-10-24 'The Best Thriller Writer Alive' Ken Follett There's one last change for justice . . . They dreamed
of changing the world. Instead they're facing a mountain of debt and no hope of a future. Mark, Todd and Zola are starting to realise it's
not even worth graduating from law school. They're better off hanging out at The Rooster Bar, plotting how to dodge the loan sharks. But
maybe there's another way. Maybe they know enough about the law to pass as lawyers. Because it turns out the crooked hedge fund billionaire
who owns their law school also runs the bank that arranged their student loans. And it's time justice was served. Even if it means taking on
the FBI to do it . . . Praise for The Rooster Bar 'Scintillating storytelling' - The Sunday Times 'A buoyant, mischievous thriller . . .
This reliable best-selling author is feeling real pleasure, and not just obligation, in delivering his work' - New York Times 'A wild, hardto-put-down romp' - Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 350+ million copies, 45 languages, 9 blockbuster films: NO ONE WRITES DRAMA LIKE JOHN GRISHAM
Money Eric Lonergan 2017-07-05 Eric Lonergan explores our complex relationship with money. In a provocative and insightful analysis, he
argues that few things seem to matter more to us, but few things are as poorly understood. Economists have long worked with the theory that
our relationship to money is rational, but not all our reactions to it make sense. Lonergan shows that many of our views about money, credit
and saving are little better than prejudices. The same social and emotional forces that affect quant traders in the world?s financial
markets can be seen in the mania of Pok?n card trading in the school playground.This fascinating book reveals the tension between money?s
capacity to assist us in our lives and its propensity to cause instability and to distort our values. We are limited in our ability to
control money?s power, says Lonergan, but only by understanding money better, and thinking about it less, may we get on with enjoying what
we have.
The Ascent of Money
Niall Ferguson 2008-11-13 The 10th anniversary edition, with new chapters on the crash, Chimerica, and cryptocurrency
"[An] excellent, just in time guide to the history of finance and financial crisis." —The Washington Post "Fascinating." —Fareed Zakaria,
Newsweek In this updated edition, Niall Ferguson brings his classic financial history of the world up to the present day, tackling the
populist backlash that followed the 2008 crisis, the descent of "Chimerica" into a trade war, and the advent of cryptocurrencies, such as
Bitcoin, with his signature clarity and expert lens. The Ascent of Money reveals finance as the backbone of history, casting a new light on
familiar events: the Renaissance enabled by Italian foreign exchange dealers, the French Revolution traced back to a stock market bubble,
the 2008 crisis traced from America's bankruptcy capital, Memphis, to China's boomtown, Chongqing. We may resent the plutocrats of Wall
Street but, as Ferguson argues, the evolution of finance has rivaled the importance of any technological innovation in the rise of
civilization. Indeed, to study the ascent and descent of money is to study the rise and fall of Western power itself.
The Financial Crisis Inquiry Report
Financial Crisis Inquiry Commission 2011-05-01 The Financial Crisis Inquiry Report, published by the
U.S. Government and the Financial Crisis Inquiry Commission in early 2011, is the official government report on the United States financial
collapse and the review of major financial institutions that bankrupted and failed, or would have without help from the government. The
commission and the report were implemented after Congress passed an act in 2009 to review and prevent fraudulent activity. The report
details, among other things, the periods before, during, and after the crisis, what led up to it, and analyses of subprime mortgage lending,
credit expansion and banking policies, the collapse of companies like Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, and the federal bailouts of Lehman and
AIG. It also discusses the aftermath of the fallout and our current state. This report should be of interest to anyone concerned about the
financial situation in the U.S. and around the world.THE FINANCIAL CRISIS INQUIRY COMMISSION is an independent, bi-partisan, governmentappointed panel of 10 people that was created to "examine the causes, domestic and global, of the current financial and economic crisis in
the United States." It was established as part of the Fraud Enforcement and Recovery Act of 2009. The commission consisted of private
citizens with expertise in economics and finance, banking, housing, market regulation, and consumer protection. They examined and reported
on "the collapse of major financial institutions that failed or would have failed if not for exceptional assistance from the
government."News Dissector DANNY SCHECHTER is a journalist, blogger and filmmaker. He has been reporting on economic crises since the 1980's
when he was with ABC News. His film In Debt We Trust warned of the economic meltdown in 2006. He has since written three books on the
subject including Plunder: Investigating Our Economic Calamity (Cosimo Books, 2008), and The Crime Of Our Time: Why Wall Street Is Not Too
Big to Jail (Disinfo Books, 2011), a companion to his latest film Plunder The Crime Of Our Time. He can be reached online at
www.newsdissector.com.
Bad Paper
Jake Halpern 2014-10-14 The Federal Trade Commission receives more complaints about rogue debt collecting than about any activity
besides identity theft. Dramatically and entertainingly, Bad Paper reveals why. It tells the story of Aaron Siegel, a former banking
executive, and Brandon Wilson, a former armed robber, who become partners and go in quest of "paper"—the uncollected debts that are sold off
by banks for pennies on the dollar. As Aaron and Brandon learn, the world of consumer debt collection is an unregulated shadowland where
operators often make unwarranted threats and even collect debts that are not theirs. Introducing an unforgettable cast of strivers and
rogues, Jake Halpern chronicles their lives as they manage high-pressure call centers, hunt for paper in Las Vegas casinos, and meet in
parked cars to sell the social security numbers and account information of unsuspecting consumers. He also tracks a "package" of debt that
is stolen by unscrupulous collectors, leading to a dramatic showdown with guns in a Buffalo corner store. Along the way, he reveals the
human cost of a system that compounds the troubles of hardworking Americans and permits banks to ignore their former customers. The result
is a vital exposé that is also a bravura feat of storytelling.
The Fourth Industrial Revolution
Klaus Schwab 2017-01-03 The founder and executive chairman of the World Economic Forum on how the
impending technological revolution will change our lives We are on the brink of the Fourth Industrial Revolution. And this one will be
unlike any other in human history. Characterized by new technologies fusing the physical, digital and biological worlds, the Fourth
Industrial Revolution will impact all disciplines, economies and industries - and it will do so at an unprecedented rate. World Economic
Forum data predicts that by 2025 we will see: commercial use of nanomaterials 200 times stronger than steel and a million times thinner than
human hair; the first transplant of a 3D-printed liver; 10% of all cars on US roads being driverless; and much more besides. In The Fourth
Industrial Revolution, Schwab outlines the key technologies driving this revolution, discusses the major impacts on governments, businesses,
civil society and individuals, and offers bold ideas for what can be done to shape a better future for all.
The Great Equalizer
David Smick 2017-01-10 The experts say that America's best days are behind us, that mediocre long-term economic growth

is baked in the cake, and that politically, socially, and racially, the United States will continue to tear itself apart. But David Smickhedge fund strategist and author of the 2008 bestseller The World Is Curved-argues that the experts are wrong. In recent decades, a
Corporate Capitalism of top down mismanagement and backroom deal-making has smothered America's innovative spirit. Policy now favors the
big, the corporate, and the status quo at the expense of the small, the inventive, and the entrepreneurial. The result is that working and
middle class Americans have seen their incomes flat-lining and their American Dreams slipping away. In response, Smick calls for the great
equalizer, a Main Street Capitalism of mass small-business startups and bottom-up innovation, all unfolding on a level playing field.
Introducing a fourteen-point plan of bipartisan reforms for unleashing America's creativity and confidence, his forward-thinking book
describes a new climate of dynamism where every man and woman is a potential entrepreneur-especially those at the bottom rungs of the
economic ladder. Ultimately, Smick argues, economies are more than statistical measurements of supply and demand, economic output, and rates
of return. Economies are people-their hopes, fears, dreams, and expectations. The Great Equalizer is a call for a set of new paradigms that
inspire and empower average American people to reimagine and reboot their economy. It is a manifesto asserting that, with a new kind of
economic policy, America's best days lie ahead.
More Philip Coggan 2020-02-13 There are 17 ingredients in a typical tube of toothpaste, from titanium dioxide to xanthum gum, and that's
not counting the tube. Everything had to come from somewhere and someone had to bring it all together. The humblest household product
reveals a web of enterprise that stretches around the globe. More is the story of how we spun that web. It begins with the earliest
glimmerings of long-distance trade - obsidian blades that made their way from what is now Turkey to the Iran-Iraq border 7,000 years before
Christ - and ends with the consequences of the Covid-19 pandemic. On such a grand scale, quirks of historical perspective leap out: futures
contracts and commercial branding are among the many seemingly modern components of the global economy have existed since ancient times. Yet
it was only in the 18th century that a cascade of innovations began to drive up prosperity in a lasting way around the world. To piece this
fascinating saga together, Philip Coggan takes the reader inside medieval cottages and hi-tech hydroponic farms, prehistoric Chinese burial
mounds and modern central banks. At every step of our journey, he finds that it was connections between people that created our wealth. Will
the same openness continue to serve us in the 21st century?
Why Nations Fail
Daron Acemoglu 2012-03-20 Brilliant and engagingly written, Why Nations Fail answers the question that has stumped the
experts for centuries: Why are some nations rich and others poor, divided by wealth and poverty, health and sickness, food and famine? Is it
culture, the weather, geography? Perhaps ignorance of what the right policies are? Simply, no. None of these factors is either definitive or
destiny. Otherwise, how to explain why Botswana has become one of the fastest growing countries in the world, while other African nations,
such as Zimbabwe, the Congo, and Sierra Leone, are mired in poverty and violence? Daron Acemoglu and James Robinson conclusively show that
it is man-made political and economic institutions that underlie economic success (or lack of it). Korea, to take just one of their
fascinating examples, is a remarkably homogeneous nation, yet the people of North Korea are among the poorest on earth while their brothers
and sisters in South Korea are among the richest. The south forged a society that created incentives, rewarded innovation, and allowed
everyone to participate in economic opportunities. The economic success thus spurred was sustained because the government became accountable
and responsive to citizens and the great mass of people. Sadly, the people of the north have endured decades of famine, political
repression, and very different economic institutions—with no end in sight. The differences between the Koreas is due to the politics that
created these completely different institutional trajectories. Based on fifteen years of original research Acemoglu and Robinson marshall
extraordinary historical evidence from the Roman Empire, the Mayan city-states, medieval Venice, the Soviet Union, Latin America, England,
Europe, the United States, and Africa to build a new theory of political economy with great relevance for the big questions of today,
including: - China has built an authoritarian growth machine. Will it continue to grow at such high speed and overwhelm the West? - Are
America’s best days behind it? Are we moving from a virtuous circle in which efforts by elites to aggrandize power are resisted to a vicious
one that enriches and empowers a small minority? - What is the most effective way to help move billions of people from the rut of poverty to
prosperity? More philanthropy from the wealthy nations of the West? Or learning the hard-won lessons of Acemoglu and Robinson’s breakthrough
ideas on the interplay between inclusive political and economic institutions? Why Nations Fail will change the way you look at—and
understand—the world.
Modern Money Theory
L. Randall Wray 2015-09-22 This second edition explores how money 'works' in the modern economy and synthesises the key
principles of Modern Money Theory, exploring macro accounting, currency regimes and exchange rates in both the USA and developing nations.
The Chinese Typewriter
Thomas S. Mullaney 2018-10-09 How Chinese characters triumphed over the QWERTY keyboard and laid the foundation for
China's information technology successes today. Chinese writing is character based, the one major world script that is neither alphabetic
nor syllabic. Through the years, the Chinese written language encountered presumed alphabetic universalism in the form of Morse Code,
Braille, stenography, Linotype, punch cards, word processing, and other systems developed with the Latin alphabet in mind. This book is
about those encounters—in particular thousands of Chinese characters versus the typewriter and its QWERTY keyboard. Thomas Mullaney
describes a fascinating series of experiments, prototypes, failures, and successes in the century-long quest for a workable Chinese
typewriter. The earliest Chinese typewriters, Mullaney tells us, were figments of popular imagination, sensational accounts of twelve-foot
keyboards with 5,000 keys. One of the first Chinese typewriters actually constructed was invented by a Christian missionary, who organized
characters by common usage (but promoted the less-common characters for “Jesus" to the common usage level). Later came typewriters
manufactured for use in Chinese offices, and typewriting schools that turned out trained “typewriter girls” and “typewriter boys.” Still
later was the “Double Pigeon” typewriter produced by the Shanghai Calculator and Typewriter Factory, the typewriter of choice under Mao.
Clerks and secretaries in this era experimented with alternative ways of organizing characters on their tray beds, inventing an input method
that was the first instance of “predictive text.” Today, after more than a century of resistance against the alphabetic, not only have
Chinese characters prevailed, they form the linguistic substrate of the vibrant world of Chinese information technology. The Chinese
Typewriter, not just an “object history” but grappling with broad questions of technological change and global communication, shows how this
happened. A Study of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute Columbia University
The Last Vote
Philip Coggan 2013-09-05 The Last Vote is a wake-up call showing why we cannot afford to take democracy for granted, from
Philip Coggan, award-winning author of Paper Promises and The Money Machine Can we afford to take democracy for granted? It's now so much a
part of our lives that we could be forgiven for thinking it mainly takes care of itself. Almost half the world's population now lives in a
democratic state, while some Western democracies have now had universal suffrage for almost a century and have endured through even the most
severe of global upheavals. In The Last Vote, Philip Coggan shows how democracy today faces threats that we ignore at our own risk. Amid the
turmoil of the financial crisis, high debt levels, and an ever-growing gap between the richest and the rest, it is easy to forget that the
ultimate victim could be our democracy itself. Tracing democracy's history and development, from the classical world through the revolution
of the Enlightenment and on to its astounding success in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, Coggan revisits the assumptions on which it
is founded. What exactly is democracy? Why should we value it? What are its flaws? And could we do any better? The Last Vote is a wake-up
call, and an illuminating defence of a system, which, in Churchill's words, is the worst possible form of government, except for all the
others that have been tried. Reasoned, lucid and balanced, Coggan's argument parrots neither the agenda of left nor right, but calls for us
all to work together to ensure we don't end up in an even greater mess than we're in today. Finally, he proposes ideas for change and
improvement to the system itself so the next vote we cast will not be the last. Praise for Paper Promises: 'This book stands way above
anything written on the present economic crisis' Nassim Taleb, author of The Black Swan 'Bold and confident... This book should be taken
very seriously' John Authers, Financial Times 'The most illuminating account of the financial crisis to appear to date ... written with a
lucidity that conveys deep insights without a trace of jargon' John Gray, New Statesman Philip Coggan was a Financial Times journalist for
over twenty years, and is now the Buttonwood columnist for the Economist. In 2009 he was named Senior Financial Journalist in the Harold
Wincott awards and was voted Best Communicator at the Business Journalist of the Year Awards. He is the author of The Money Machine, and
Paper Promises, winner of the Spears Business Book of the Year Award and longlisted for the Financial Times Goldman Sachs Business Book of
the Year Award.
After the Music Stopped
Alan S. Blinder 2013-01-24 The New York Times bestseller "Blinder's book deserves its likely place near the top of
reading lists about the crisis. It is the best comprehensive history of the episode... A riveting tale." - Financial Times One of our wisest
and most clear-eyed economic thinkers offers a masterful narrative of the crisis and its lessons. Many fine books on the financial crisis
were first drafts of history—books written to fill the need for immediate understanding. Alan S. Blinder, esteemed Princeton professor, Wall
Street Journal columnist, and former vice chairman of the Federal Reserve Board, held off, taking the time to understand the crisis and to
think his way through to a truly comprehensive and coherent narrative of how the worst economic crisis in postwar American history happened,
what the government did to fight it, and what we can do from here—mired as we still are in its wreckage. With bracing clarity, Blinder shows
us how the U.S. financial system, which had grown far too complex for its own good—and too unregulated for the public good—experienced a
perfect storm beginning in 2007. Things started unraveling when the much-chronicled housing bubble burst, but the ensuing implosion of what
Blinder calls the “bond bubble” was larger and more devastating. Some people think of the financial industry as a sideshow with little
relevance to the real economy—where the jobs, factories, and shops are. But finance is more like the circulatory system of the economic
body: if the blood stops flowing, the body goes into cardiac arrest. When America’s financial structure crumbled, the damage proved to be

not only deep, but wide. It took the crisis for the world to discover, to its horror, just how truly interconnected—and fragile—the global
financial system is. Some observers argue that large global forces were the major culprits of the crisis. Blinder disagrees, arguing that
the problem started in the U.S. and was pushed abroad, as complex, opaque, and overrated investment products were exported to a hungry
world, which was nearly poisoned by them. The second part of the story explains how American and international government intervention kept
us from a total meltdown. Many of the U.S. government’s actions, particularly the Fed’s, were previously unimaginable. And to an amazing—and
certainly misunderstood—extent, they worked. The worst did not happen. Blinder offers clear-eyed answers to the questions still before us,
even if some of the choices ahead are as divisive as they are unavoidable. After the Music Stopped is an essential history that we cannot
afford to forget, because one thing history teaches is that it will happen again.
The Riches of This Land
Jim Tankersley 2020-08-11 A vivid character-driven narrative, fused with important new economic and political
reporting and research, that busts the myths about middle class decline and points the way to its revival. For over a decade, Jim Tankersley
has been on a journey to understand what the hell happened to the world's greatest middle-class success story -- the post-World-War-II boom
that faded into decades of stagnation and frustration for American workers. In The Riches of This Land, Tankersley fuses the story of
forgotten Americans-- struggling women and men who he met on his journey into the travails of the middle class-- with important new economic
and political research, providing fresh understanding how to create a more widespread prosperity. He begins by unraveling the real mystery
of the American economy since the 1970s - not where did the jobs go, but why haven't new and better ones been created to replace them. His
analysis begins with the revelation that women and minorities played a far more crucial role in building the post-war middle class than
today's politicians typically acknowledge, and policies that have done nothing to address the structural shifts of the American economy have
enabled a privileged few to capture nearly all the benefits of America's growing prosperity. Meanwhile, the "angry white men of Ohio" have
been sold by Trump and his ilk a theory of the economy that is dangerously backward, one that pits them against immigrants, minorities, and
women who should be their allies. At the culmination of his journey, Tankersley lays out specific policy prescriptions and social
undertakings that can begin moving the needle in the effort to make new and better jobs appear. By fostering an economy that opens new
pathways for all workers to reach their full potential -- men and women, immigrant or native-born, regardless of race -- America can once
again restore the upward flow of talent that can power growth and prosperity.
Public Debt Sustainability in Developing Asia
Benno Ferrarini 2012 Addressing the global financial crisis has required fiscal intervention
on a substantial scale by governments around the world. The consequent buildup of public debt, in particular its sustainability, has moved
to center stage in the policy debate. If the Asia and Pacific region is to continue to serve as an engine for global growth, its public debt
must be sustainable. Public Debt Sustainability in Developing Asia addresses this issue for Asia and the Pacific as a whole as well as for
three of the most dynamic economies in the region: the People’s Republic of China, India, and Viet Nam. The book begins with a discussion of
the reasons for increased attention to debt-related issues. It also introduces fiscal indicators for the Asian Development. Bank’s
developing member countries and economies. The sustainability of their debt is assessed through extant approaches and with the most up-todate data sources. The book also surveys the existing literature on debt sustainability, outlining the main issues related to it, and
discusses the key implications for the application of debt sustainability analysis in developing Asia. Also highlighted is the importance of
conducting individual country studies in view of wide variations in definitions of public expenditure, revenues, contingent liabilities,
government structures (e.g., federal), and the like, as well as the impact of debt on interest rates. The book further provides in-depth
debt sustainability analyses for the People’s Republic of China, India, and Viet Nam. Public Debt Sustainability in Developing Asia offers a
comprehensive analytical and empirical update on the sustainability of public debt in the region. It breaks new ground in examining
characteristics that are crucial to understanding sustainability and offers richer policy analysis that should prove useful for
policymakers, researchers, and graduate students.
This Time Is Different
Carmen M. Reinhart 2011-08-07 Examines financial crises of the past and discusses similarities between these events
and the current crisis, presenting and comparing historical patterns in bank failures, inflation, debt, currency, housing, employment, and
government spending.
Jake Hardy
Wesley Tallant 2016-11-09 Jake is a mountain man in 1838 Colorado who finds he is dying from Cancer. He isn't given much time to
live, and doc says it is going to be painful. He sends him off with some medicine to help cope with the pain. Instead of going home to die,
Jake decides to set out on a last adventure to find the perfect secluded valley for his final resting place. His best friend, Joe Barnes,
won't let him go alone, and he brings along a deaf mute girl named Beth. Along the way they save some children from hostile Indians, guide a
wagon train to safety, spend time with old friends, and settle an old score with a past friend.
In the Wake of the Crisis
Olivier Blanchard 2012-02-24 Prominent economists reconsider the fundamentals of economic policy for a postcrisis world. In 2011, the International Monetary Fund invited prominent economists and economic policymakers to consider the brave new
world of the post-crisis global economy. The result is a book that captures the state of macroeconomic thinking at a transformational
moment. The crisis and the weak recovery that has followed raise fundamental questions concerning macroeconomics and economic policy. These
top economists discuss future directions for monetary policy, fiscal policy, financial regulation, capital-account management, growth
strategies, the international monetary system, and the economic models that should underpin thinking about critical policy choices.
Contributors Olivier Blanchard, Ricardo Caballero, Charles Collyns, Arminio Fraga, Már Guðmundsson, Sri Mulyani Indrawati, Otmar Issing,
Olivier Jeanne, Rakesh Mohan, Maurice Obstfeld, José Antonio Ocampo, Guillermo Ortiz, Y. V. Reddy, Dani Rodrik, David Romer, Paul Romer,
Andrew Sheng, Hyun Song Shin, Parthasarathi Shome, Robert Solow, Michael Spence, Joseph Stiglitz, Adair Turner
The Money Machine
Philip Coggan 2009-07-02 What happens in the City has never affected us more In this excellent guide, now fully revised
and updated, leading financial journalist Philip Coggan cuts through the headlines, the scandals and the jargon to explain the nuts and
bolts of the financial system. What causes the pound to rise or interest rates to fall? Which are the institutions that really matter? Why
is it we need the Money Machine - and what happens when it crashes? Coggan provides clear and concise answers and shows why we should all be
more familiar with a system we so intimately depend upon.
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